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David Carden (Board of Directors) is a lawyer, diplomat, mediator, and author who was appointed the 
first resident U.S. representative to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) with the rank 
of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. Following his Ambassadorship, he returned to the 
international law firm, Jones Day, where he had previously been made partner in the New York Office 
and co-chaired the Securities Litigation & SEC Enforcement Practice.

Currently, Ambassador Carden is Ambassador-At-Large at Indiana University where he serves as Chairman 
of the Advisory Board for The Center for Rural Engagement.

Leonardo D'Urso (Board of Directors) is CEO and co-founder of ADR Center, one of the most respected 
mediation centers in the world, and has resolved more than 1,000 national and international complex 
civil and commercial mediations. With over 20 years of full-time work in the field of Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR), he is responsible for the management of ADR Center's activities, the opening of 31 
Resolution Centers in Italy and the creation of ODR Center, an innovative cloud platform developed to 
manage the mediation process.

Mr. D'Urso has authored several books, publications and videos on mediation and ADR and is an 
experienced trainer of mediators and trainer-of-trainers.

Bruce A. Edwards (Board of Directors) is a pioneer in developing mediation as a tool for resolving 
commercial disputes in the United States. He has mediated over 8,000 disputes and has played a 
central role in establishing JAMS, the largest and most successful dispute resolution company in the 
United States, where he served as Board Chairman from 2011-2014. In 2018, Mr. Edwards received the 
"ADR Champion" award from The National Law Journal. For the past twenty years, Mr. Edwards has taught 
advanced mediation at the Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution and has similarly taught mediation in 
London, Berlin, Vienna, Cairo, Kuala Lumpur, Mexico City, Shanghai, Singapore, Bangalore, Rio de Janeiro, 
Edinburgh, and Kigali. In 2014, he co-founded the Edwards Mediation Academy with his wife, Susan 
Edwards, the first online platform to offer an interactive mediation-related curriculum to a global 
online audience.

Sukhsimranjit Singh (Board of Directors) is a law professor and the Managing Director of the Straus 
Institute for Dispute Resolution at Pepperdine Caruso School of Law. He is an international mediator
with experience working in Canada, India, New Zealand and the United States. He is also regularly invited 
to lecture and conduct trainings on ADR throughout the world. He has taught ADR at many leading 
institutions and was appointed Honorary Professor of Law at the National Law University, Delhi. He was 
also nominated for the Peace Award by the City of Beverly Hills for his work for the city.

In addition to being published in several journals and books, Professor Singh has also delivered two TED 
Talks titled, "Negotiating for Love," and "Made in India”.
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Ellen S. Bass (Executive Director) is an attorney, a trained mediator and Executive Director of the 
Weinstein International Foundation. As Executive Director, she manages the Foundation's daily operations 
and works with the Foundation's Board of Directors and global network of Senior Fellows to implement 
the Foundation's strategic initiatives, while defining and developing its procedures and programs. Prior to 
her current role, Ms. Bass served as co-mediator and assistant to Bruce Edwards, during which time she 
gained experience designing dispute system processes for complex multi-party construction 
defect mediations.

Ahmed M. Abo Zeid (Senior Fellow, Egypt) has served as Vice President of the Court of Cassation, the 
highest appellate court in Egypt and as head of the International Relations of the Court. He currently 
serves as a Judge at Ras Al-Khaimah Court of Cassation, UAE. Justice Abo Zeid is a member of the Technical 
Committee at the Federal Ministry of Justice, UAE in charge of drafting Federal Bill No. ( ) of 2021 on 
mediation for the settlement of civil and commercial disputes in UAE and amending some provisions of 
Federal Law No. (1 ) of 201  establishing conciliation and reconciliation centers in civil and commercial 
disputes. He has extensive experience in the fields of Criminal Justice, trial advocacy, and commercial 
disputes as a public prosecutor and judge. In 200 , he was appointed a chief prosecutor at the commercial 
division of the Court of Cassation. He is the official instructor for mediation of the ABA Rule of Law Initiative 
in Egypt and has led a series of workshops designed for Egyptian judges at the National Center for Judicial 
Studies, in cooperation with judges and mediators from the U.S.

Nuha Almuhanna (Senior Fellow, Kuwait) is a consultant in dispute resolution and counsel on public 
and private international law, international development, foreign investment strategies and international 
dispute resolution with focus on promoting ADR methods such as mediation and arbitration in the 
Arab region, especially the ulf Cooperation Council countries. She provides legal counseling at the 
Kuwait- based Helal Law Firm, and is a doctoral (SJD) candidate at eorge Washington Law School in 
Washington DC and a scholar affiliated with Kuwait University Law School. Ms. Almuhanna holds two LLM 
degrees from George Washington Law School in international and comparative law and general law and an 
LLM in public law from Kuwait University. Ms. Almuhanna previously served as legal researcher at the 
Ministry of Justice in Kuwait.

Tuba Bilecik (Senior Fellow, Turkey) is a lawyer, internationally recognized mediator, dialogue facilitator, 
and con ict management consultant. Ms. Bilecik has extensive experience mediating civil, commercial, 
and employment cases in Istanbul and Los Angeles for private companies, U.S. Federal and State 
Agencies (U.S. E ual Employment Opportunity Commission, California Department of Fair Employment 
and Housing), and the Los Angeles City Attorney's Office. She advises organi ations on how to effectively 
manage and prevent workplace con ict and improve workplace culture. She is a mediator for the 
Compliance Advisor Ombudsman of the World Bank roup and a mediator of the UN lobal Mediation 
Panel at the Office of the Ombudsman. Ms. Bilecik brings her mediation practice a uni ue combination of 
litigation, transactional, and in-house experience after working for over 10 years as the Head of Legal and 
Compliance of Index roup, the largest information technology distributor in Turkey.
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Eleni Charalambidou (Senior Fellow, Cyprus) is a full-time ADR professional and the founder of   
EnConsensus Solutions, a provider of tailor-made dispute resolution services and training, based in 
Cyprus. She focuses on commercial mediation and specializes in dispute resolution, deal facilitation, and 
internal dispute system design for startups with international activity, working also in collaboration with 
technology incubators. Ms. Charalambidou further holds a Master of Arts in Diplomacy from the University 
of Nottingham, where she speciali ed in international mediation in armed con ict situations. She has been 
trained in international negotiations and dispute resolution techniques at leading institutions in the US, the 
UK, the Netherlands and Greece. As a mediator, Ms. Charalambidou is also on the panels of the Cyprus 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, ADRPoint and ADRCenter Global. She has contributed to the training 
of more than 700 accredited mediators, hundreds of business professional negotiators, and several law 
student teams participating in international ADR competitions.

Sherif Elnegahy (Senior Fellow, Egypt) serves as a mediator with the UN Global Mediation Panel of the 
Office of the Ombudsman, a Chief Judge in the Egyptian judiciary, and as a consultant for mediation and 
dispute resolution affairs to governments, such as the Saudi Ministry of Justice. He is a visiting professor at 
law schools, including the British University in Egypt and Strathclyde University, United Kingdom. Hon. Dr. 
Elnegahy has taught and presented on mediation, law and justice in many countries, including the US, UK, 

ermany, Spain, Italy, Egypt, UAE and Saudi Arabia. He is co-author of one of the first mediation books in 
the Arabic language and recently published the first Arabic-English dictionary of mediation and negotiation 
terms. Beside mediating over 00 cases in both English and Arabic languages in many jurisdictions, he has 
designed and delivered mediation academic and training programs for: UN Women, Saudi Ministry of 
Justice, Egyptian Ministry of Justice, British University in Egypt Law School and the Arab Mediation Center.

Georges Feghali (Senior Fellow, Lebanon) is a lawyer and ADR professional who serves as Regional 
Mediator at the UN and World Bank for the Middle East and North Africa region and France. He has served 
as the President of the Mediation and Con ict Prevention Commission at the International Association of 
Lawyers, Union International des Advocats UIA. He teaches Mediation at the Beirut Bar Association 
Institute, a course he established at the Institute in 2012. He also teaches Mediation Law at CPM Saint 
Joseph University in Lebanon and is a Board member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators CIArb, 
Lebanon branch. Mr. Feghali drafted a mediation bill for the Lebanese parliament. He promotes mediation 
and ADR in Lebanon and other Arab and ulf countries.

Constantin-Adi Gavrilă (Senior Fellow, Romania) is the CEO of ADR Center Romania and a well-known 
international mediator with twenty years of extensive experience in the field of mediation, helping clients 
from four continents resolve domestic or international disputes. He serves on the panel of mediators 
of ADR Center lobal and as faculty at ADR Center Academy. He has mediated hundreds of civil and 
commercial cases, including multi-party, company-community cases, specific to the development context, 
for which he works with the Office of the Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO) of the World Bank group. 
Mr. avril  has trained mediators and advised governments and other clients from over thirty countries 
in their efforts to promote and implement mediation. He served as Co-Chair of the Independent Standards 
Commission convened by the International Mediation Institute (IMI) and received the Association for 
Con ict Resolution (ACR) International Development Committee's Outstanding Leadership Award in 200 . 
Mr. avril  received his Ph.D. from the University of Craiova with an emphasis on Mediation and Access 
to Justice.
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Hicham Kantar (Senior Fellow, Lebanon) has served as a judge in Lebanon for over 18 years, serving
in criminal and civil courts and as a prosecutor. He has a Master's degree in public international law from 
Université Saint Joseph in Beirut and an LL.M. degree from Columbia Law School where he received the 
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar honors, in addition to the Parker School of Foreign and Comparative Law 
certificate in recognition of achievement in international and comparative law. In 2022, he was a Visiting 
Scholar at Columbia Law School in New York, working on research on the use of alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms, especially mediation, in criminal affairs, not merely to alleviate court backlogs 
and render a more people-centered justice, but also as a tool for transitional justice in long-standing 
conflict contexts.
 

Mahmoud Mourad (Senior Fellow, Egypt/UAE) serves as legal counsel for the government of Dubai, 
where he is responsible for mediating disputes involving governmental agencies as the head of the 
Amicable Solutions Committee "Mediation Panel." He accepted this position with the approval of the 
Supreme Judicial Council in Egypt, with an agreement to defer his position as a Judge at the Egyptian Courts 
of Appeal. He is also a mediator with the Arab Mediation Center in Cairo and with the UN Global Mediation 
Panel of the Office of the Ombudsman for Egypt and UAE. Mediation is Mr. Mourad's passion. He believes 
that mediation is more than just an alternative for the resolution of commercial cases. It is, rather, a tool 
for providing community peace. As a former police officer, prosecutor, judge, legal counsel, lawyer and 
mediator, he has experienced dispute resolution from multiple perspectives. These experiences guide his 
commitment to mediation as the ideal process for advancing conflict resolution in Egypt and beyond. He 
has 20 years' experience as a prosecutor and judge in Egypt, most recently having served as Deputy Chief 
Judge at the Courts of Appeal at the Technical Bureau of the Court of Cassation (Civil Circuits).
 
Ivana Ninčić Österle (Senior Fellow, Serbia) is the Executive Director of the International Mediation 
Institute (IMI), a non-profit public initiative that develops global professional standards for mediators and 
advocates involved in collaborative dispute resolution and negotiation. IMI convenes stakeholders, 
promotes understanding of mediation and disseminates professional skills. As Executive Director, 
Ms.Ninčić Österle is responsible for the day-to-day management of the Institute, under the direction of the 
Board of Directors. She is a lawyer, mediator, and public policy consultant for judicial reform, specializing in 
mediation and judicial efficiency. Before joining IMI, she served as a (deputy) member of the European 
Commission for Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ), CEPEJ national correspondent and member of the CEPEJ 
Working Group on the Evaluation of Judicial Systems. She previously supported the Ministry of Justice in 
Serbia in the active promotion of mediation as a viable, appropriate dispute resolution pathway through 
facilitation and collaboration between all relevant stakeholders, including: the courts, the Judicial Academy, 
Serbian Chamber of Commerce, and Serbian Intellectual Property Office, amongst others, on the design 
and implementation of mediation programs, legal framework, workshops, and promotional events.

Hagit Shaked-Gvili (Senior Fellow, Israel) has worked as a full-time ADR specialist since 1997. She served 
as a Research Fellow at the Gould Center for Conflict Resolution at Stanford University. Ms. Shaked-Gvili has 
mediated thousands of complex civil disputes both in Israel and abroad and is known for her ability to deal 
with matters that involve cross-cultural and complex emotional and economic issues. A pioneer in the 
development of mediation in Israel, Ms. Shaked-Gvili founded and served as the first director of the first 
Case Management and ADR Program in the Tel Aviv District Courts. She is currently the director of the 
International Committee of the Israeli Mediation Association. A keynote speaker in different forums around 
the world, Ms. Shaked-Gvili was elected by Dun's 100 as one of the top mediators in Israel, 2021-2022. Her 
services include leading mediation interventions in business-related disputes, managing consensus building 
roundtables, advising businesses on the formation of dispute systems design, and mentoring and coaching 
for beginning mediators.

Aşiyan Süleymanoğlu (Senior Fellow, Turkey) specializes in dispute resolution and practices as a 
professional mediator, negotiator, trainer and conflict management consultant. She is an internationally 
trained educator, and an independent adviser on mediation policy to international bodies and national 
governments. Ms. Süleymanoğlu has more than 12 years of field experience working on multi-million-dollar 
international ADR projects, and she was one of the first mediators in Turkey. Since 2015, under FCO grants, 
she has acted as the program consultant and director of the Improving Access to Justice Turkey through 
ADR Mechanisms I-II Project, sponsored by the British Embassy, in association with the Ministry of Justice 
Mediation Department, under which she directed a negotiation project called "Commercial Mediation at 
the Grand Bazaar." Ms. Süleymanoğlu is the founder of Akina Consulting, which develops innovative training 
materials and international consulting services on project design, management and implementation.
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